CURRICULUM GUIDE

IN THIS RHYMING
PICTURE BOOK,

beloved author Katey
Howes celebrates the
many benefits of breaking
big things down into
smaller pieces. From
gathering spare parts for
fixing things, to learning
math and spelling, to
recycling and composting,
taking things apart can be
a surprisingly great strategy! Howes’ energetic rhyming verse and Elizabet
Vukovié’s playful illustrations will inspire students to see taking things apart
in a whole new light!

% “Playful and original, this book will inspire Companion book
readers to start their own ‘investigation stations’
and explore the art of taking things apart.”
—School Library Journal, starred review
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“An enthusiastic endorsement of learning through
disassembly.” —Kirkus Reviews
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Look closely at the end papers. Discuss the items you recognize in the

illustrations. Why do you think the illustrator includes these items in
this book?

O What does it mean when someone’s “gears are spinning”? When have
you noticed your gears spinning?

What does it mean to “dismantle” things? Why does the girl in the story
take things apart?

How does the teacher in the story encourage her students to take
things apart?

l How do the characters in the story use the power of “take it apart” to
solve the problem of too much trash in the lunchroom?

@ » What does “persistence” mean? Why would you need persistence
and patience when taking on
a big project?

Why do you think that
breaking things down
is a science AND

an art?

The discussion questions, activities, and worksheets in this guide were created by Leigh Courtney, Ph.D. She teaches in
the Global Education program at a public elementary school in San Diego, California. She holds both master’s and doctoral
degrees in education, with an emphasis on curriculum and instruction.
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ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS

Act It Out

The author uses many vivid verbs in Take it Apart. Write the following verbs from the story
on individual slips of paper: SORT, FLATTEN, HARNESS, GATHER, DISMANTLE, SPINNING,
BUSTING, UNSCREWING, UNRAVELING. Then play verb charades! Have volunteers take

turns acting out each verb for the group to identify.

Put It Together

Look closely at the illustrations of the broken birdhouse, mailbox, hose, and teddy bear.
Outline a step-by-step plan of how to repair one of these broken items. Include what
supplies would be needed to make the repairs.

Take Words Apart

In the story, the teacher shows that the power of “take it apart” can be applied to
understanding long words such as treehouse and sunflower. Brainstorm a list of other
compound words. As shown in the book, take each long word apart. On a piece of paper,
write the two separate words as an equation (e.g., tree + house) and draw a simple picture
for each. Add an equal sign and write the full compound word (e.g., = treehouse)

and draw a picture of the combined object.

Look Closer

Assemble objects from nature such as rocks,
shells, feathers, sticks, and leaves. Use
microscopes or hand lenses to take each
item apart visually, breaking each down

to their most basic components.

Record in words and pictures
what the magnified items
look like. Share your
observations with a

partner to see if patterns
can be noted after visually
taking the items apart.
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NAME:

BOOM! BANG! CRASH!

ONOMATOPOEIA: Words that sound like the object or action they describe 3& |

The illustrations in Take It Apart are chock-full of onomatopoeia
words that add a lot of sparkle to the story. Look back through ,
the book to find examples of onomatopoeia. List five in the D

chart below and draw a picture for each one.

Example of IWustration

onomatopoeia
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MY PARTNER IS:

BRICK BY BRICK

Work with a partner. Each person builds a simple LEGO
creation and then trades creations with their partner.

Draw your partner’s creation.

Record the type and number of LEGO bricks used
in your partner’s creation.

Take it apart! Dismantle your partner’s creation and use
all of the bricks to make a NEW creation. Draw it.
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TAKING NUMBERS APART

Draw base ten blocks to break apart Example ' n 3 O
numbers into tens (rods) and ones @ G
B

(units). Draw a model of the base ten
blocks used to solve the following
addition problems.

42
+27

37
+92

74
+19

66
+23

54
+25
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